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FOREWORD

Fort Christian has been the center of the town of Charlotte Amalie for nearly
300 years. Both the appearance and the name of the town have changed. It was once
known as ‘Taphus’ meaning Rum Shop (Tavern). Diasters have, at times, destroyed the town
almost completely, but the basic fabric of the Fort has withstood hurricane, earth tremor,
fire, and bombardment. The Fort served the colony as Governor’s residence, church, and
town hall; even today it serves as police station, jail, and municipal court. Appropriately,
this structure, with its history of community use, is now the home of the Virgin Islands
Museum, which will eventually expand to fill the entire Fort. Preserved and restored, Fort
Christian will become a center in which the Virgin Islands can view with pride and under-
standing their social and natural history.

This Reprint of Jno. Lightbourn’s CHRISTIANFORT, together with his
“Explanatory Notes” to his son, Alberic, is prepared by the Bureau of Libraries and
Museums to recount the history of the Fort and the early Danish settlement on St.
Thomas. No changes have been made in the text; marginalia in Lightbourn’s hand are as
they appear in the copy owned by the St. Thomas Public Library.

Additional copies of this pamphlet and other publications of the Virgin Islands
Museums are available. For information, write to:

The Bureau of Libraries & Museums
P.O. Box 390

Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas
Virgin Islands 00801



EXPLANATORY NOTES ON FORT CHRISTIAN
Letter by Jno. Lightbourn to Alberic, his son
(Probably written about 1928)

I ought to tell you how this history 6f “Christiansfort” came to be written.
When I was manager of Walloe’s printing office; I got up an Almanac (1) and a
plan of mine was to try and furnish.a bit of history of the place or things in the
place each year. The old fort, being the most conspicuous, naturally attracted
my attention, but I could not discover any means of getting its broper or
authentic history. Knox (2) in his history of the island did not give enough.
One day I got talking to the Rev. Lose (3), the Lutheran minister with whom I
was well acquainted, and somehow or other we got talking about the fol"t, and
probably I mentioned my desire to get its authentic history, when to my great
surprise and delight he told me he had it in manuscript form. He had been
searching after the history of his church and the history of the church and that
of the fort was so bound up together that it formed almost one. He had got it
from the Archives in Copenhagen (4), the privilege of examining which he got
from the Royal Government in Copenhagen. He had two foolscz;p size volumes
of matter I suppose abou't 300 to 400 pages each. There was naturally a
great deal more than church and fort history, but he made me promise him
that I would not make use of anything else but that of church or fort. I kept
my promise to him as I have striven to do to all men and you can see that I
have not given much, if any thing, of the political or domestic conditions of °
things of those days. They were bad enough, but Westergaard (5) was not

under the same restraint and has been free to tell more.

Now I could not read Danish and these two volumes were naturally writ-
ten in Danish: but Walloe, for whom I was working and who was the proprietor
of the office, could and I had him to read to me, while I with pencil and paper
in hand took note of such items as would interest me and at the end then had
him to translate for me. Then I edited the whole item and that is the way that
little bit of history of the most important building on the island of St. Thomas,
which I so much love, came to see the light. It is now out of print, but I do
not think should be totally lost as I believe it is the only accurate information
extant. The Rev. Lose thought that I had done it well and always spoke nicely
to me about it afterward. I had wanted to use other articles about the island

which I could have got from his (6) book but he would not consent.







